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Brief Description of
Research Project

The proposed research is an extension of the previous CSU
research project, and focuses on the role of an improved 95th
Metra stop for the Chicago State staff and faculty and for the
community surrounding the campus.

This new project will focus on completion of the commuting
analysis for faculty and staff and a set of surveys of community
members and those potentially moving into the new
development on their possible use of the Metra stop as well as
transit oriented development around it. These surveys will be
shorter versions of the surveys used for the students and staff,
focusing on general transportation and commuting patterns,
rather than commuting to and from Chicago State. The surveys
will take two forms: one administered to current residents and
one administered to potential residents of Imani Village. Chicago
State will work with the Endeleo Institute to help link to survey
participants. The Endeleo Institute is the community
development arm of Trinity United Church of Christ, a large
nearby church which is creating Imani Village. Surveying will go
forth utilizing a snowball method from Imani and potentially




other organizations. The goal of the community survey will be to
gain a general understanding of the transit uses and needs of the
community, and the possible use of an improved 95th Street
Metra stop, rather than a to develop a general randomized
survey. CSU also maintains an aquaponics center, a center
specializing in urban agriculture focused on systems
incorporating fish, fish waste, and produce production, close to
the station. This center draws visitors from all over the world and
also be part of the development zone. In addition, the research
group will work with Endeleo, CSU administrators, and others in
the development zone to create maps of the zone.
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